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I would not support any expansion of Stafford Hills Club 
(SHC's) facilities until they correct issues associated with 
lighting pollution, and they comply, and continue to comply, 
with their original development permit from the City of Tualatin,

The citizens, Mayor, City Manager, and City planning 
consultant for the City of Rivergrove have all met with SHC 
staff in an effort to curtail, correct, and find a permanent 
solution to the issue of bright high-power lights from SHC's 
tennis courts. These lights shine into Browns' Ferry Park and 
across the river, adversely affecting neighbors and wildlife. 
We have received numerous promises that SHC staff will “look 
into it.”  To date nothing substantial has been done to correct 
this matter.  Essentially, our comments and pleas have been 
ignored.  Any attempt for voluntary compliance has failed. 

We were pleased to learn at a recent public meeting regarding 
the parking lot expansion, that SHC staff stated they would be 
doing a trial north window shading project, at the request of 
their club's tennis players.  It was hoped that this shading 
would also benefit the neighbors and wildlife as well. That was 
encouraging, as the City of Rivergrove and it's citizens have 
been waiting for three years for SHC to take any visible 
actions to mitigate the lighting problems.  

The shading experiment concluded last week, and it was 
removed.  There was an improvement in the glare from the 
intense lighting.  However, the City of Rivergrove has received 
no response from SHC to their communications regarding 



comments and questions about the trial shading, or what 
future actions might be taken to truly and permanently correct 
the problem. 

I realize that SHC wants to be a good neighbor, and wants to 
be environmentally friendly.  They proudly tout themselves as 
such to City Councils, in publications, and on their website. 
But, the reality is they have not truly been so.  The daily and 
continued extreme bright lighting from their tennis courts is 
neither neighborly nor environmentally friendly.  

Brown's Ferry Park contains natural areas for numerous types 
of wildlife. The City of Tualatin has designated it as such. The 
pond across from SHC is blasted by light every night, 
negatively impacting many species of plants and wildlife.  I 
won't cite scientific evidence, but there are plenty studies 
supporting this fact.  Because the light is so bright, one can 
walk the trails in the park without a flashlight.  The court lights 
are so bright that on the opposite (NORTH) side of the 
Tualatin River, over 800 feet away from the courts, one can 
see faint shadows from tree trunks.  Having to gaze into 
lighting as bright as any highly lit service station is oppressive 
and offensive.  

The correction for this problem is not complex.  SHC needs to 
install shades (ideally automated) on the north facing windows 
of their tennis courts to keep the extreme bright light from 
polluting the environment each evening. The shades would 
also assist in retaining heat or cooling for the courts, thus 
lowering their energy bills.  Currently, SHC has some type of 
curtains they use on the west side garage door openings of 
the courts.  A similar arrangement could be used for the north 
facing windows.  But, they MUST be used every evening from 
dusk until dawn.



I honestly do wish SHC success in their business venture with 
their facility. They are providing a valuable benefit to people's 
health.  Obviously, from their request to expand their facilities, 
they are doing well.  Every business owner has a right to 
make their business succeed.  However, doing so at the 
expense of the community and the environment is immoral, 
inappropriate, and an affront and insult to us and nature.  The 
citizens of Rivergrove and Mother Nature, who can't speak for 
herself, are not asking for anything exorbitant here. SHC has 
already installed window shading on one set of windows.  The 
same can be done on their north facing windows.  We are 
simply asking for common courtesy and compliance.

Regarding the specifics of the parking lot expansion, I would 
note that any lighting of the lot have extremely sharp cutoffs 
so that the it does not project back into the adjacent wetlands. 
The current parking lot lighting does project into the wetlands 
all night long. See attached photo.
































































