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 To provide for the government of the 
City of Tualatin, Washington County, Ore-
gon; and to repeal all Charter provisions of 
the City enacted to the time that this Char-
ter takes effect. 
 Be it enacted by the people of the City 
of Tualatin, Washington County, Oregon: 
 

CHAPTER I  NAMES AND 
BOUNDARIES 

Section 1. Title of Enactment. 
 This enactment may be referred to as 
the “City of Tualatin Charter of 1967.” 

 
Section 2 Name of City. 

The municipality of City of Tualatin, 
Washington County, Oregon, shall continue 
to be a municipal corporation with the name 
“City of Tualatin, Oregon.” 

 
Section 3. Boundaries. 

The City shall include all territory en-
compassed by its boundaries as they now 
exist or hereafter are modified by voters, by 
the Council, or by any other agency with le-
gal power to modify them. The Recorder 
shall keep in the Recorder’s Office at the 
City Hall at least two copies of this Charter 
and maintain in each copy an accurate, up-
to-date description of the boundaries. The 
copies and descriptions shall be available 
for public inspection at any time during reg-
ular office hours of the Recorder. [Charter Amend-

ment adopted at a general primary election held May 15, 1990.] 

 
CHAPTER II  POWERS 

 
Section 4. Powers of the City. 

The City shall have all powers which the 
constitutions, statutes, and common law of 
the United States and of this State express-
ly or impliedly grant or allow municipalities 
as fully as though this Charter specifically 
enumerated each of those powers. 

 
Section 5. Construction of Charter. 

In this Charter no mention of a particular 
power shall be constructed to be exclusive or 
to restrict the scope of the powers which the 
City would have if the particular power were 
not mentioned. The Charter shall be liberally 
construed to the end that the City may have 
all powers necessary or convenient for the 
conduct of its municipal affairs, including all 
powers that cities may assume pursuant to 
state laws and to the municipal home rule 
provisions of the state constitution.[Amended by Ord. 

964-96, § 2, June 24, 1996; Ord. 1026-99, § 2, Aug. 9, 1999; Ord. 1103-02, 

03/25/2002.] 

 
 

CHAPTER III FORM OF 
GOVERNMENT 

 
Section 6. Where Powers Vested. 
 Except as this Charter provides other-
wise, all powers of the City shall be vested 
in the Council. [Charter Amendment adopted at a general prima-

ry election held May 15, 1990.] 

 
Section 7. Council. 

The Council shall be composed of a 
Mayor and six Councilors elected from the 
City at large. [Charter Amendment adopted at a general primary 

election held May 15, 1990.] 

 
Section 8. Councilors. 

The term of each Councilor in office 
when this Charter is adopted shall continue 
until January 1, 1969. At the 1968 biennial 
general election, six Councilors shall be 
elected. Of the six, the three receiving the 
three highest numbers of votes shall each 
hold office for four years, and the three re-
ceiving the next three highest votes shall 
each hold office for two years. At each sub-
sequent biennial general election, three 
Councilors shall be elected, each for a term 
of four years, and at each biennial general 
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election the number of Councilors to be 
elected to fill vacancies pursuant to Section 
33 of this Charter shall be elected. [Charter 

Amendment adopted at a general primary election held May 15, 1990.] 

 
Section 8a. Assignment of Council 
Positions. 

Councilors shall be assigned numbered 
positions, one through six. A person seek-
ing office on the Council shall specify which 
Council position they are seeking by num-
ber. A person may run for no more than a 
single Council position during any one elec-
tion. The person receiving the highest num-
ber of votes for each position shall be 
elected. This amendment shall first apply 
during the general biennial election in 1990. 
[Charter Amendment adopted at a general primary election held May 15, 

1990.] 

Section 9. Mayor. 
The present Mayor shall serve the re-

mainder of the term and at the general elec-
tion of the year 1990 and every four years 
thereafter a mayor shall be elected. [Charter 

Amendment adopted at a general primary election held May 15, 1990.] 

 
Section 10. Other Officers. 

Additional officers of the City shall be a 
Municipal Judge, a Recorder, and such 
other officer as the Council deems neces-
sary. Each of these officers shall be ap-
pointed and may be removed by the Mayor 
with the consent of the Council. The Coun-
cil may combine any two or more appointive 
City offices. The Council may designate any 
appointive officer to supervise any other 
appointive officer, except the Municipal 
Judge in the exercise of judicial functions. 
[Charter Amendment adopted at a general primary election held May 15, 

1990.] 

 
Section 11. Salaries. 
 The compensation for the services of 
each City officer and employee shall be the 
amount fixed by the Council. 
 
 

Section 12. Qualifications of Officers. 
No person shall be eligible for an elec-

tive office of the City unless at the time of 
election that person is qualified elector with-
in the meaning of the state constitution and 
has resided in the City during the 12 
months immediately preceding the election. 
Such elected officer shall remain a resident 
of the City during the term of office. The 
Council shall be final judge of the qualifica-
tions and election of its own members, sub-
ject, however, to review by a court of com-
petent jurisdiction. [Charter Amendment adopted at a general 

primary election held May 23, 1978, and a general primary election held 

May 15, 1990.] 

 
CHAPTER IV COUNCIL 

 
Section 13. Meetings. 

The Council shall hold a regular meeting 
at least once a month in the City at a time 
and a place which is designated. It shall 
adopt rules for the government of its mem-
bers and proceedings. The Mayor upon his 
or her own motion may, or at the request of 
three members of the Council shall, by giv-
ing notice thereof to all members of the 
Council then in the City, call a special meet-
ing of the Council in accordance with pro-
cedures prescribed by the state law and 
general ordinance. Special meetings of the 
Council may also be held by the common 
consent of all the members of the Council in 
accordance with procedures prescribed by 
state law and general ordinance. [Charter Amend-

ment adopted at a general primary election held November 4, 1986, and a 

general primary election held May 15, 1990.] 

 
Section 14. Quorum. 

Three Councilors and the Mayor or 
Mayor pro tem shall constitute a quorum for 
its business, but a small number may meet 
and compel the attendance of absent 
members in a manner provided by ordin-
ance. [Charter Amendment adopted at a general primary election held 

May 15, 1990.] 
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Section 15. Journal. 
 The Council shall cause a journal of its 
proceedings to be kept. Upon request of 
any of its members, the ayes and nays 
upon any question before it shall be taken 
and a record of the vote entered in the jour-
nal. 
 
Section 16. Proceedings to Be Public. 
 No action by the Council shall have le-
gal effect unless the motion for the action 
and the vote by which it is disposed of take 
place at proceedings open to the public. 
 
Section 17. Mayor’s Functions at 
Council Meetings. 

The Mayor shall be chair of the Council 
and preside over its deliberations. The 
Mayor shall have a vote on all questions 
before the Council and authority to preserve 
the order, enforce the rules of the Council, 
and determine the order of business under 
the rules of the Council. [Charter Amendment adopted at 

a general primary election held May 15, 1990.] 

 
Section 18. President of the Council. 

At its first meeting after this Charter 
takes effect and thereafter at its first meet-
ing of each odd-numbered year, the Council 
by ballot shall elect a president from its 
membership. In the Mayor’s absence from 
a Council meeting, the president shall pre-
side over it as Mayor pro tem. Whenever 
the Mayor is unable to perform the func-
tions of office, the president shall act as 
mayor. [Charter Amendment adopted at a general primary election 

held November 4, 1986, and a general primary election held May 15, 

1990.] 

 
Section 19. Vote Required. 
 Except as this Charter otherwise pro-
vides, the concurrence of a majority of the 
members of the Council present at a Coun-
cil meeting shall be necessary to decide 
any question before the Council.  

 
CHAPTER V POWERS AND DUTIES OF 

OFFICERS 
 
Section 20. Mayor. 

The Mayor shall appoint the committees 
provided by the rules of the Council and 
sign all approved records of proceedings of 
the Council. The Mayor shall have no veto 
power and shall sign all ordinance passed 
by the Council within three days after their 
passing. After the Council approves a bond 
of a City officer or a bond for a license, con-
tract, or proposal, the Mayor shall endorse 
the bond. [Charter Amendment adopted at a general primary elec-

tion held May 15, 1990.] 

 
Section 20a. City Manager. 

(a) Qualifications. The City Manager 
shall be the administrative head of the gov-
ernment of the City. The Manager shall be 
chosen by the Council without regard to po-
litical considerations and solely with refer-
ence to executive and administrative quali-
fications. The Manager need not be a resi-
dent of the City or of the State at the time of 
the appointment, but shall promptly thereaf-
ter become and remain a resident of the 
City. [Charter Amendment adopted at a general primary election held 

November 4, 1986.] 

(b) Term. The Manager shall be ap-
pointed for an indefinite term and may be 
removed at the pleasure of the Council. 

(c) Powers and Duties. The Manager 
shall:  

(1) Devote his or her entire time to 
the discharge of official duties, attend all 
meetings of the Council unless excused 
therefrom by the Council or the Mayor, 
keep Council advised at all times of the af-
fairs and needs of the City, and make re-
ports annually, or more frequently if re-
quested by the Council, of all the affairs and 
departments of the City. 
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(2) See that all ordinances are en-
forced and that the provisions of all fran-
chises, leases, contracts, permits, and privi-
leges granted by the City are observed. 

(3) Appoint and may remove appoin-
tive City officers and employees except as 
this Charter otherwise provides, and shall 
have general supervision and control over 
them and their work with power to transfer 
an employee from one department to 
another. The Manager shall supervise the 
departments to the end of obtaining the ut-
most efficiency in each of them but shall 
have no control over the judicial activities of 
the Municipal Judge. 

(4) Be responsible for preparing and 
submitting to the Budget Committee the 
annual budget estimates and such reports 
as the body requests. 

 (5) Supervise the operation of all 
public utilities owned and operated by the 
City and shall have general supervision 
over all City property. [Charter Amendment adopted at a 

general primary election held November 6, 1984, and a general primary 

election held May 15, 1990.] 

 
 
Section 21. Municipal Judge. 

The Municipal Judge shall be the judicial 
officer of the City and hold within the City a 
court known as the “municipal court of the 
City of Tualatin, Washington County, Ore-
gon.” The court shall be open for the trans-
action of judicial business at times specified 
by the Council. All area within the City shall 
be within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
court. The Municipal Judge shall exercise 
original and exclusive jurisdiction of all 
crimes and offenses defined and made pu-
nishable by ordinances of the City and of all 
actions brought to recover or enforce forfei-
tures or penalties defined or authorized by 
ordinances of the City. The Municipal Judge 
shall have authority to issue process for the 
arrest of any person accused of an offense 
against the ordinances of the City, to com-
mit any such person to jail or to release on 

bail pending trial, to issue subpoenas, to 
compel obedience to such subpoenas, to 
issue any process necessary to carry into 
effect the judgments of the court, and to 
punish witnesses and others for contempt 
of court. When not governed by ordinance 
or this Charter, all proceedings in the mu-
nicipal court for the violation of a City ordin-
ance shall be governed by the applicable 
general laws of the state governing justices 
of the peace and justice courts. The Council 
may, in addition to appointing the Municipal 
Judge, appoint such pro tem judges as it 
considers necessary, to hold office at the 
pleasure of the Council. [Charter Amendment adopted at 

a general primary election held November 4, 1986, and a general primary 

election held May 15, 1990.] 

 
Section 22.  Recorder. 
 The Recorder shall serve ex officio as 
clerk of the Council, attend all its meetings 
unless excused therefrom by the Council, 
keep an accurate record of its proceedings 
in a book provided for that purpose, and 
sign all orders on the treasury. In the Re-
corder’s absence from a Council meeting, 
the Mayor shall appoint a clerk of the 
Council pro tem who, while acting in that 
capacity, shall have the authority and duties 
of the Recorder. 
 

CHAPTER VI  ELECTIONS. 
 
Section 23. Elections. 
 Except as this Charter provides other-
wise, and the Council provides otherwise by 
ordinance, the general laws of the state of 
Oregon shall apply to the conduct of City 
elections. [Sections 23 through 28 repealed and replaced by Char-

ter amendment adopted at general election held November 4, 1986.]. 

 
Section 29. Commencement of Terms 
of Office. 

The term of office of a person elected at 
a regular City election shall commence the 
first of the year immediately following the 
election. 
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Section 30.  Oath of Office. 

Before entering upon the duties of of-
fice, each officer shall take an oath or shall 
affirm support for the constitutions and laws 
of the United States and of Oregon and 
promise to faithfully perform the duties of 
office. [Charter Amendment adopted at a general primary election held 

May 15, 1990.] 

 
Section 31.  Nominations. 

A qualified elector who shall have re-
sided in the City during the 12 months im-
mediately preceding the election may be 
nominated for an elective City position. 
Nomination shall be by petition specifying 
the position sought in a form prescribed by 
state law. Such petition shall be signed by 
not fewer than 10 electors. No elector shall 
sign more than one petition for each vacant 
position. If the elector does so, the signa-
ture shall be valid only on the first sufficient 
petition filed for the position. The signatures 
to a nomination petition need not all be ap-
pended to one paper, but to each separate 
paper of the petition shall be attached an 
affidavit of the circulator thereof, indicating 
the number of signers of the paper and stat-
ing that each signature appended thereto 
was made in the circulator’s presence and 
is the genuine signature of the person 
whose name it purports to be. With each 
signature shall be stated the signer’s place 
of residence, identified by its street and 
number or other sufficient description. All 
nomination papers comprising a petition 
shall be assembled and filed with the Re-
corder as one instrument not earlier than 
120 nor later than 70 days before the elec-
tion. The Recorder shall make a record of 
the exact time at which each petition is filed 
and shall take and preserve the name and 
address of the person by whom it is filed. If 
the petition is not signed by the required 
number of qualified electors, the Recorder 

shall notify the candidate and the person 
who filed the petition within five days after 
the filing. If the petition is insufficient in any 
other particular, the Recorder shall return it 
immediately to the person who filed it, certi-
fying in writing wherein the petition is insuf-
ficient. Such deficient petition may be 
amended and filed again as a new petition, 
or a substitute petition for the same candi-
date may be filed, within the regular time for 
filing nomination petitions. The Recorder 
shall notify an eligible person of the nomi-
nation, and such person shall file with the 
Recorder the written acceptance of nomi-
nation within five days of notification of 
nomination. Upon receipt of such accep-
tance of nomination, the Recorder shall 
cause the nominee’s name to be printed on 
the ballots. The petition of nomination for a 
successful candidate at an election shall be 
preserved in the office of the Recorder until 
the term of office for which the candidate is 
elected expires. . [Charter Amendment adopted at a general 

primary election held May 23, 1978 and Charter amendment adopted at a 

general election held November 4, 1986, and a general primary election 

held May 15, 1990.] 

 
CHAPTER VII VACANCIES IN OFFICE. 

 
Section 32. What Creates Vacancy. 

An office shall be deemed vacant upon 
the incumbent’s death; adjudicated incom-
petence; conviction of a felony, other of-
fense pertaining to official duties or unlawful 
destruction of public records; resignation; 
recall from office; or ceasing to possess 
qualifications for the office; upon the failure 
of the person elected or appointed to the of-
fice to qualify therefore within 10 days after 
the term of office is to commence; or in the 
case of the mayor or councilor, upon ab-
sence from the City for 30 days without the 
consent of the Council or upon absence 
from meetings of the Council for 60 days 
without like consent, and upon a declaration 
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by the Council of the vacancy. [Charter Amendment 

adopted at a general primary election held May 15, 1990.] 

 
Section 33.  Filling of Vacancies. 

Vacancies in elective offices in the city 
shall be filled by appointment by a majority 
of the incumbent members of the Council. 
The appointee’s term shall begin imme-
diately upon appointment and shall contin-
ue until the beginning of the year following 
the next general biennial election and the 
successor for the unexpired term shall be 
chosen at the next general biennial election 
after said appointment. During the tempo-
rary disability of any officer or during the 
absence temporarily from the City for any 
cause, the office may be filled pro tem in 
any manner provided for filling vacancies in 
office permanently. [Charter Amendment adopted at a gen-

eral election held November 7, 1978, and a general primary election held 

May 15, 1990.] 

 
Section 34. Enacting Clause. 
 The enacting clause of all ordinances 
hereafter enacted shall be, “The City of Tu-
alatin ordains as follows:”  
 
Section 35.  Mode of Enactment. 
 (1) Except as this section provides to 
the contrary, every ordinance of the Council 
shall, before being put upon its final pas-
sage, be read fully and distinctly in open 
Council meeting on two different days.  
 (2) Except s this section provides the 
contrary, an ordinance may be enacted at a 
single meeting of the Council by unanimous 
vote of all Council members present, upon 
being read first in full and then by title. 
 (3) Any of the readings may be by title 
only, 
  (a) if no Council member present at 
the meeting requests to have the ordinance 
read in full; or 
  (b) if a copy of the ordinance is pro-
vided for each Council member, and a copy 
is available for public inspection in the office 
of the City Recorder not later than five days 

before the first reading of the ordinance and 
notice of its availability is given forthwith 
upon the filing, by 
   (i) written notice posted at the 
City Center; or 
   (ii) advertisement in a newspaper 
of general circulation in the City. 

An ordinance enacted after being read 
by title alone may have no legal effect if it 
differs substantially from its terms as it was 
thus filed prior to such reading, unless each 
section incorporating such a difference is 
read fully and distinctly in open Council 
meeting as finally amended prior to being 
approved by the Council. [Charter Amendment adopted 

at a general primary election held November 4, 1986.] 

 (4) Upon the final vote on an ordinance, 
the ayes and nays of the members shall be 
taken and recorded in the journal. 

(5) Upon the enactment of any ordin-
ance, the Recorder shall sign it with the 
date of its passage and his or her name 
and title of office, and within three days the-
reafter the Mayor shall sign it with the date 
of his or her signature, name, and the title 
of office. [Charter Amendment adopted at a general primary election 

held May 15, 1990.] 

 
Section 36. When Ordinances Shall 
Take Effect. 
 An ordinance enacted by the Council 
shall take effect on the thirtieth day after its 
enactment. When the Council deems it ad-
visable, however, an ordinance may pro-
vide a later time for it to take effect, and in 
case of an emergency, it may take effect 
immediately. 
 
CHAPTER IX PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS 

 
Section 37. Condemnation. 
 Any necessity of taking property for the 
City by condemnation shall be determined 
by the Council and declared by a resolution 
of the Council describing the property and 
stating the uses to which it shall be de-
voted. 
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Section 38. Improvements. 
 The procedure for making, altering, va-
cating or abandoning a public improvement 
shall be governed by general ordinance or, 
to the extent not so governed, by the appli-
cable general laws of the state. Action on 
any proposed public improvement, except a 
sidewalk or except an improvement un-
animously declared by the Council to be 
needed at once because of an emergency, 
shall be suspended for six months upon a 
remonstrance thereto by the owners of two-
thirds of the property to be specifically as-
sessed therefore. For the purpose of this 
section “owner” shall mean the record hold-
er of legal title to the land, except that if 
there is a purchaser of the land according 
to a recorded land sale contract or accord-
ing to a verified writing by the record holder 
of legal title to the land filed with the City 
Recorder, the said purchaser shall be 
deemed the “owner”. 
 
Section 39. Special Assessments. 
 The procedure for levying, collecting, 
and enforcing the payment of special as-
sessments for public improvements or other 
services to be charged against real property 
shall be governed by general ordinance. 
 
Section 40. Public Contracts. 

Public contracts for materials, equip-
ment and services shall be in accordance 
with requirements of applicable general 
laws of the state and to the extent not so 
governed in accordance with regulations 
adopted by the Council. [Charter Amendment adopted at 

a general primary election held November 4, 1986.] 

 
 

CHAPTER X MISCELLANEOUS 
PROVISIONS. 

 
 

Section 41.  Debt Limit. 
 Except as authorized by state law, 

the City shall not issue and sell general ob-
ligation bonds unless authorized by consent 
of a majority of the voters at an election. All 
City officials and employees who create or 
officially approve any indebtedness contrary 
to this provision shall be jointly and several-
ly liable for the excess. [Charter Amendment adopted at a 

general primary election held November 4, 1986.] 

 
Section 41a. Amendments. 

(a) The City Council of the City of Tuala-
tin, Washington County, Oregon, is hereby 
authorized, empowered and directed to is-
sue and sell general obligation bonds in the 
sum or sums not to exceed $200, 000. Said 
bonds are to be issued for the purpose of 
providing funds with which to acquire, con-
struct, reconstruct, alter, enlarge, renew, 
replace, operate and maintain the City wa-
ter distribution and the City sewage collec-
tion system. Said bonds shall bear interest 
at the rate not to exceed six percent per 
annum and shall be issued in amounts and 
on such dates as the City Council may de-
termine; provided, that no bonds issued he-
reunder shall bear a maturity date exceed-
ing 25 years from the date of issuance. [Char-

ter Amendment adopted at a general primary election held August 16, 

1968.] 

(b) The debt limitations as contained in 
the Charter of the City of Tualatin shall not 
apply to the bonds hereby authorized, nor 
shall any other provisions and limitations in 
said Charter apply. [Charter Amendment adopted at a gener-

al primary election held August 16, 1968.] 

(c) The City Council of the City of Tuala-
tin, Oregon, is hereby authorized, empo-
wered and directed to issue and sell gener-
al obligation bonds in the sum or sums not 
to exceed $300, 000 and to levy and ad va-
lorem property tax to retire said bonded in-
debtedness. Said bonds are to be issued 
for the purpose of providing funds to ac-
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quire and construct a City water reservoir 
system. Said bonds shall bear interest not 
to exceed a net effective rate of seven per-
cent per annum and shall be issued in 
amounts and on such dates as the City 
Council may determine; provided, that no 
bonds issued hereunder shall bear a matur-
ity date exceeding 25 years from the date of 
issuance. [Charter Amendment adopted at a special election held 

March 23, 1971.] 

(d) The debt limitations as contained in 
the Chart of the City of Tualatin shall not 
apply to the bonds hereby authorized, nor 
shall any other provisions and limitations in 
said Charter apply. [Charter Amendment adopted at a special 

election held March 23, 1971.] 

(e) The authority of the City Council to 
issue and sell general obligation bonds un-
der Subsection (c) above is subject to the 
City entering into a grant agreement with 
the United States Department of Housing 
and Urban Development for the receipt of a 
sum not less than $300,000 from said De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment. [Charter Amendment adopted at a special election held March 

23, 1971.] 

(f) The City Council is hereby autho-
rized, empowered and directed to purchase 
real estate by land sale contract to be used 
for park purposes and in connection with 
the City Community Center and incur indeb-
tedness therefore in an amount not to ex-
ceed $47,500 in addition to interest there-
on. The real property shall be paid for out of 
government and private matching funds 
and shall not be paid for by local property 
taxation. [Charter Amendment adopted at a special election held 

September 11, 1973.] 

(g) The City Council is hereby autho-
rized and empowered by ordinance to im-
pose and levy a tax not exceeding five per-
cent on gross amounts of money, credit or 
other things of value paid to or received for 
lodging by the owner or operator of any ho-
tel, motel, apartment or lodging house, mo-
bile home or trailer park or court, or any 
other place in the City where space de-

signed or intended for lodging occupancy is 
rented by any person or persons for any pe-
riod less than monthly. This tax shall not 
apply to hospitals, convalescent or nursing 
homes or public institutions, or permanent 
occupancy as defined by ordinance. The 
tax imposed shall be collected by the owner 
or operator of the rental space, in addition 
to the rental charge at the time of payment 
of rent. City revenues from such taxes shall 
be credited to the general fund of the City 
and used for general City purposes, as the 
Council may find appropriate. [Charter Amendment 

adopted at a special election held September 11, 1973.] 

 
Section 42. Torts. 

In no event shall the City be liable in 
damages for any injury to person, a dam-
age to property, or a death for an amount 
greater than that authorized by applicable 
state law. The claimant shall provide the 
City with notice as required by state law. 
[Charter Amendment adopted at a general primary election held November 

4, 1986.] 

 
Section 43. Existing Ordinances Con-
tinued. 
 All ordinances of the City consistent with 
this Charter and in force when it takes ef-
fect shall remain in effect until amended or 
repealed. 
 
Section 44. Repeal of Previously 
Enacted Provision. 
 All Charter provisions of the City 
enacted prior to the time that this Charter 
takes effect are hereby repealed. 
 
Section 45. Time of Effect of Charter. 
 This Charter shall take effect July 1, 
1967. 
 
Section 46. Willamette Water – Vote 
Required. 

The City of Tualatin shall not use Willa-
mette River water as a drinking water 
source for its citizens unless the following 
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question is submitted to the voters and is 
approved by the affirmative majority (great-
er than 50%) of the total number of legal 
votes cast on such measure and entitled to 
be counted thereon. The question shall 
read: “Shall treated Willamette River water 
be used as drinking water by the citizens of 
Tualatin?” The vote shall take place after 
the effective date of this amendment. [Charter 

Amendment adopted at a general primary election held May 21, 2002.] 

 
CHAPTER XI PROTECTION OF CITY 
OWNED PARKS AND OPEN SPACES. 

 
Section 47. Purpose. 
 The purpose of this Chapter XI of the 
Charter is to prevent the transfer, sale, va-
cation or major change in use of city parks 
without first obtaining an approving vote of 
the legal voters of this city; to preserve the 
natural beauty, ecological integrity and re-
creational value of the city’s parks form in-
compatible and non-park development; to 
protect the public park uses and purposes 
for which city parks are established, ac-
quired or dedicated, and to prevent conver-
sion or development of parks or parts the-
reof to nonpark or incompatible uses. [Charter 

Amendment adopted at a special election held March 8, 2011]. 
 
Section 48. Definitions. 
 
 The following definitions apply to this 
Chapter XI. 
  (a) The “city” means the City of Tua-
latin, its city council, city departments and 
city employees acting within their official 
capacities. 
  (b) A “major change” is a change in 
use of a park, or part thereof, from a 
recreation or preservation use to non-park 
use unrelated to public recreation or pre-
servation. “Major change” includes the de-
velopment of roads, bridges, utility facilities, 
parking lots and buildings in a city park that 

are unrelated to the park uses for which the 
park was established, acquired or dedicat-
ed. 
  (c) “Parks” are parcels of real proper-
ty owned by or dedicated to the City of Tua-
latin for purposes of public recreation, pre-
servation of open space, riparian greenway, 
natural wildlife or other habitat values, or 
the preservation of historic or cultural re-
sources. The term “park” encompasses all 
such properties owned by or dedicated to 
the city whether held in fee or as an ease-
ment. 
  (d) To “vacate” park property, or a 
portion thereof, means to dispose of land 
owned by or dedicated to the city through 
the procedures of ORS chapter 271 or 
comparable procedures in city code or or-
dinance. [Charter Amendment adopted at a special election 

held March 8, 2011]. 
 
Section 49. Approval by Voters. 
 
 The city shall not do, or allow to be done 
by others, any of the following listed acts 
with regard to any city park or part thereof 
without first obtaining approval of the legal 
voters of the city: 
  (a) To sell, lease or otherwise trans-
fer city park property, 
  (b) To vacate or otherwise change 
the ownership or legal status of any city 
park, or part thereof, except that the city 
may grant easements for underground utili-
ties and uses that do not cause or consti-
tute a major change in use of the park or 
some part thereof. 
  (c) To cause, undertake or allow any 
development or construction in a city park 
that causes a major change in the use of 
the park or some part thereof. 
  (d) To construct or allow to be con-
structed or expanded in a city park any 
street, road, parking lot or permanent above 
ground structure, including buildings, power 
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lines, motor vehicle or utility bridges and 
power lines, other than streets, roads, park-
ing lots or structures needed to serve pri-
marily the purposes for which the park was 
established, including park maintenance 
and operations. In no event shall below 
ground structures or buried utilities be al-
lowed in a city park without an approving 
vote of the legal voters if the below ground 
structure or buried utility affects or limits 
above-ground park uses. Any street, road, 
parking lot or above ground structures ex-
isting in a city park on the date of adoption 
of this Chapter that do not comply with its 
provisions, are excepted from its require-
ments, but any subsequent additions or al-
terations thereto must comply with this Sec-
tion. 
 This section is not intended to prevent 
or require an approving vote to allow tem-
porary structures, tents, shelters and the 
like to be erected in a city park for commer-
cial or non-recreational or preservation 
uses so long as these temporary structures 
are erected and used in conjunction with a 
community based event  or park use of the 
park. Furthermore, this section is not in-
tended to control or override adopted park 
management and operations that do not 
otherwise constitute or cause a major 
change in the use of the park or part the-
reof. [Charter Amendment adopted at a special election held 

March 8, 2011]. 
 
Section 50. Parks Designated. 
 
 The following city parks, natural areas 
and greenways, in their current configura-
tion and size and as may be enlarged sub-
sequently, are city parks as defined herein 
and are subject to the provisions of this 
Chapter XI.  
 

Atfalati Park    6600 SW Sagert  
Parks: 

       Street 

Brown’s Ferry Park  5855 SW Ny-
berg Lane 

Ibach Park   10455 SW Ibach  
      Street 
Jurgens Park   17255 SW Jur-

gens Avenue 
Lafky Park   9655 SW Siletz  
      Drive 
Little Woodrose  
Nature Park   21045 SW 90th  
      Avenue 
Saarinen Wayside  
Park     20535 SW 86th  
      Avenue 
Stoneridge Park  19489 SW 68th  
      Avenue 
Sweek Pond Natural 
Area Park    8700 SW Sweek  
      Drive 
Tualatin Commons  8325 SW Ny- 
      berg Street 
Tualatin Commons 
Park     7880 SW Ny- 
      berg Street 
Tualatin Community 
Park     8515 SW Tuala- 
      tin Road 
 

 
 Johnnie and William Koller Wetland 

Natural Areas: 

 Victoria Woods Natural Area 
 Sweek Woods Natural Area 
 Sequoia Ridge Natural Area 
 Hedges Creek Natural Area 
 
 
 Chieftain/Dakota Greenway 

Greenways: 

 Hedges Creek Greenway 
 Hi-West Estates Greenway 
 Indian Meadows Greenway 
 Nyberg Creek Greenway 
 Nyberg Creek (South) Greenway 
 Saum Creek Greenway 
 Shaniko Greenway 
 Tualatin River Greenway 

[Charter Amendment adopted at a special election held March 8, 

2011]. 
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Section 51. Later Acquired and Ex-
panded Parks. 
 
 Existing parks may be expanded and 
additional parks may be created, acquired, 
dedicated or designated by the city for park 
purposes. Whenever any real property is 
designated as a city park, it shall be subject 
to all of the provisions of this chapter XI, 
except that the city’s initial acquisition of a 
parcel of real estate may include portions of 
property and improvements that are not ap-
propriate or intended for city park purposes. 
Nothing in this Chapter shall prevent or re-
quire an approving vote to dispose of non-
park portions of such a property that is ac-
quired for park purposes, so long as the city 
disposes of the non-park portion(s) within 
two years of acquisition or dedication of the 
larger property. [Charter Amendment adopted at a special 

election held March 8, 2011]. 
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