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FAQs about October 2016 Exceedance of the Lead & Copper Rule


[bookmark: _GoBack]In October, regional water providers in the Bull Run service area, including Portland Water Bureau, found elevated levels of lead in drinking water in some high-risk homes and buildings known to have lead solder in their home plumbing. In the most recent round of sampling, 14 of these 112 homes were above the action level of 15 parts per billion.
 

What happened?

· Regional water providers in the Bull Run service area monitor for lead every six months. The most recent results were from standing water samples from homes known to have lead solder. These are the worst-case homes for lead in drinking water.

· The most recent result was 17 parts per billion, which is above the EPA action level of 15 parts per billion for lead in water. 

· This sampling was conducted in October, 2016. 112 homes with lead solder throughout the Bull Run service area were tested.  14 of these homes were above the action level.

· State and federal regulations require the Portland Water Bureau to evaluate our corrosion treatment and conduct a public education campaign as a result of the action level exceedance.

What do Portland’s lead in water results mean? 

Monitoring for lead in water from Tier 1 Homes is intended to capture a snapshot of the highest lead levels in the highest-risk homes as a way of monitoring the effectiveness of the bureau’s corrosion control treatment. These results do not indicate the level of lead likely to be found in the vast majority of homes in our system. 

What is the Lead and Copper Rule? 

The Lead and Copper Rule is the federal regulation that determines how water systems should treat drinking water to reduce lead and copper exposure from drinking water. 

What is an exceedance?

Under the Lead and Copper Rule, when more than 10 percent of these homes exceed the action level, like in this sampling, it triggers education outreach and corrective action. An exceedance is not a violation, and we remain in compliance with the Lead and Copper Rule.

When was the last lead exceedance? 
It occurred in 2013, and represented a total of 13 homes in the Water Bureau service area, including five homes in Portland.

General Information about Lead in Water

Is there lead in Portland’s water?

Water-related lead exposure in Portland is linked to building plumbing and fixtures, not to lead in our water or distribution system. Portland’s drinking water comes from two high-quality sources – the Bull Run Watershed and Columbia South Shore Well Field. Our source waters meet or exceed all federal and state drinking water standards.

What are the sources of lead in drinking water in Portland?

In Portland, the greatest source of lead in water is household plumbing. Portland has never used lead service lines and has removed all known lead service connectors also known as goosenecks or pigtails (short 2-3’ pipes).

Which homes are most at risk for lead?

In Portland, the homes most at risk for lead in water are homes with copper pipes joined with lead solder. These were generally built or plumbed between 1970 and 1985. However, the homes with the greatest risk for exposure to lead are those with lead-based paint. Homes built before 1960 are most likely to have lead-based paint.

What is the Portland Water Bureau doing?

· Portland has taken steps to reduce corrosion of lead in plumbing by increasing the pH of the water. This pH adjustment reduces lead in tap water up to 70%.
· The Portland Water Bureau is concluding a study to help determine what additional improvements can be made to minimize the corrosion of lead in household plumbing. 
· The Portland Water Bureau continues to work collaboratively with our regulators at the Oregon Health Authority and Environmental Protection Agency as we propose an interim plan to increase corrosion treatment using current facilities.
· In the coming months, the Portland Water Bureau anticipates bringing a recommendation to City Council on long-term solutions for reducing our customers’ exposure to lead.

What can customers do?
There are simple steps customers can take to reduce exposure to lead in water. The easiest step is to flush your water before using for 30 seconds to 2 minutes, until it becomes colder, to bring in fresh water from the mains. 

Concerned customers can order a free lead-in-water test kit from the LeadLine at 503-988-4000 or www.leadline.org.  

Health Effects from Lead
[bookmark: healtheffects]
What are the health effects of lead?

Lead can cause serious health problems if too much enters your body from drinking water or other sources. It can cause damage to the brain and kidneys, and can interfere with the production of red blood cells that carry oxygen to all parts of your body.

The greatest risk of lead exposure is to infants, young children, and pregnant women. Scientists have linked the effects of lead on the brain with lowered IQ in children. Adults with kidney problems and high blood pressure can be affected by low levels of lead more than healthy adults. Lead is stored in the bones, and it can be released later in life. During pregnancy, the child receives lead from the mother’s bones, which may affect brain development. 
[bookmark: whorisk]
Who is most at risk for lead in water? 

Children under six and pregnant women are most at risk for lead exposure, particularly if they live in homes with lead solder in their plumbing. These homes were typically built or plumbed between 1970 and 1985. 
[bookmark: childtested]
How can I test my child for lead exposure? 

You can have your child tested by your pediatrician or through the LeadLine. Dates and times of free blood lead testing clinics can be found at www.leadline.org.

Multnomah County is the public health agency that tracks lead levels in blood. More than 19,000 children have been tested for lead in Multnomah County in the past three years and only 184 were confirmed with elevated blood lead levels. None of the investigations identified water as the main source of exposure.  
[bookmark: resources]
What resources are available to help reduce my exposure to lead?

[bookmark: results][bookmark: corrosioncontrol]As part of our lead hazard reduction efforts we partner with community organizations and governmental agencies that conduct lead hazard reduction education and outreach services in the Portland-area. Contact the LeadLine at www.leadline.org or 503-988-4000 for more information, or visit our Lead Hazard Reduction Program page to learn more about the organizations. 
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