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2016 LCR Exceedance Talking Points
Sources of Lead
· Lead is rarely found in Portland’s source water and has not been used in service lines. 
· Lead in water is mainly from home or building plumbing, such as lead solder or leaded brass components. The homes at risk for the highest levels of lead are those built or plumbed between 1970 and 1985.
· Plumbing components installed before 1985, when lead-free plumbing requirements became effective, could also contribute to lead in water.
· The main source of lead exposure in Portland is from lead paint and dust in older homes. 

At-Risk Populations
· There is no safe level of lead exposure, and exposure to lead is particularly a concern for children under 6 and pregnant women. 

What Happened
· Regional water providers in the Bull Run service area monitor for lead every six months. The most recent results were from standing water samples from homes known to have lead solder. These are the worst-case homes for lead in drinking water.
· The most recent result was 17 parts per billion, which is above the EPA action level of 15 parts per billion for lead in water. 
· The most recent sampling was conducted in October, 2016. 112 high-risk homes with lead solder throughout the Bull Run service area were tested.  14 of these homes were above the action level.
· State and federal regulations require the Portland Water Bureau to conduct a public education campaign as a result of the action level exceedance. An exceedance is not a violation and we remain in compliance with the Lead and Copper Rule. An exceedance triggers education outreach and corrective action.

What the PWB is Doing
· Portland has taken steps to reduce corrosion of lead in plumbing by increasing the pH of the water. This pH adjustment reduces lead in tap water up to 70%.
· The Portland Water Bureau is concluding a study to help determine what additional improvements can be made to minimize the corrosion of lead in household plumbing. 
· The Portland Water Bureau continues to work collaboratively with our regulators at OHA and EPA as we propose an interim plan to increase corrosion treatment using current facilities.
· In the coming months, the Portland Water Bureau anticipates bringing a recommendation to City Council on long-term solutions for reducing our customers’ exposure to lead.

What Customers Can Do
· There are simple steps customers can take to reduce exposure to lead in water. The easiest step is to flush your water before using for 30 seconds to 2 minutes, until it becomes colder, to bring in fresh water from the mains. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Concerned customers can order a free lead-in-water test kit from the LeadLine at 503-988-4000 or www.leadline.org.  
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