\ MEMORANDUM
CITY OF TUALATIN

_/

TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

FROM: Sherilyn Lombos, City Manager

DATE: November 28, 2011

SUBJECT: Work Session for November 28, 2011

1) 6:00 p.m. (30 min) - Update on the Blake Street Pathway Project
Community Services has been leading a project on the design of a pathway along the Blake Street corridor
(between the railroad tracks and 108th Street). Attached is a PowerPoint that will be used in tonight's
discussion,

2) 6:30 p.m. (15 min) - Tall Grass on Undeveloped Lots.
Attached is a memo and PowerPoint from the City Attorney regarding the issue of enforcement of regulations
regarding tall grass, specifically on lots that are undeveloped. Staff is asking for direction whether to bring
back an amendment to the current regulations to address the issues identified.

3) 6:45 p.m. (10 min) Council Meeting Agenda Review, Communications & Roundtable. This is an

opportunity for the Council to review the agenda for the November 28, 2011 City Council meeting
and take the opportunity to brief the rest of the Council on any issues of mutual interest.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
An executive session pursuant to ORS 192.660(2)(e) to discuss real propetrty transactions will be

held after the Council Meeting.



City Council Work Session

Meeting 11/28/2011

Date:

Information

Attachments
A - PowerPoint - Blake Street Pathway Project
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MEMORANDUM
CITY OF TUALATIN

\
r

=

TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council
FROM: Brenda Braden, City Attorney

DATE: 11/28/2011

SUBJECT: Tall Grass On Undeveloped Lots

ISSUE BEFORE THE COUNCIL:

The Council will consider whether to amend the Tualatin Municipal Code to change certain
mowing requirements of the noxious vegetation ordinance or leave as it is currently written.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

The current Municipal Code provides that between March 1 and October 31 of any year, no
property owner or person in charge of property may allow noxious vegetation to be on the
property or in the right-of-way abutting the property. “Noxious vegetation” includes weeds more
than 10 inches high; grass more than 10 inches high that is not an agricultural crop; a list of
named weeds of any height, e.g., poison oak and poison ivy; and vegetation that creates a
hazard, e.g., fire hazard and traffic hazard.

When springtime precipitation and temperatures are in the average range, grasses grow slowly
enough so graded and planted undeveloped lots not need to be mowed until April. Subsequent
mowing in June and August will keep the grasses at a height that does not generate complaints,
although they may exceed 10 inches. However, the spring of 2011 was both wetter and cooler
than usual, which caused the grass to grow so fast that it was noticeably taller than 10 inches in
March. That resulted in the City receiving complaints on several undeveloped commercial
properties. When the Code Enforcement Officer contacted the property owners, the owners
objected to mowing their properties while their lots were so wet. Their concerns were that the
wet ground and the uneven terrain made it difficult and less safe to mow and that trying to mow
saturated grounds causes ruts to form and the ground to sink.

The current ordinance does not distinguish between undeveloped properties that have been
graded and planted with meadow-type grasses from properties that are covered with weeds and
other noxious vegetation, nor does it distinguish between undeveloped properties in a
residential area and those located in a commercial area. However, these factors play a direct
role into number of complaints the City receives about tall grass.

At the request of an owner of one of the undeveloped meadow-type properties, staff is bringing
these issues to the Council with some possible modifications to the existing ordinance for
Council to discuss. If Council decides that the ordinance should be modified, some suggested
ways of addressing the issues are as follows:



1. For meadow-type, undeveloped properties in commercial areas, require that the portion of
the property adjacent to right-of-way be kept mowed back 10 feet from the right-of-way and the
remainder of the field be mowed in April, June and August, rather than requiring the properties
to be kept at 10 inches. Such properties would not be exempt from having to remove
blackberries, poison ivy, and other weeds or hazards from their properties.

2. For meadow-type properties in residential areas, require that the front portion of the property
kept at 10 inches with the remainder mowed in April, June and August, or require the properties
to be mowed in April, June and December and the site kept free of noxious weeds and other
hazards.

3. Establish a different height requirement for grasses or establish a mare or less frequent
mowing schedule.

Attachments: A - PowerPoints - Lots with Tall Grass




Noxious vs. Natural Vegetation
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